
Climate Justice Working 
Group Meeting

November 4, 2025



Meeting Procedures

• Meeting rooms will be muted to reduce noise
• Working Group members should raise their hand to 

indicate they would like to speak
• Please state your name before speaking for 

recording purposes
• Remote participants should be on video with name 

visible per Open Meetings Law
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Agenda

1. Opening remarks
2. Division of Air Community Air Monitoring Program Update
3. Closing Remarks and Next Steps
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Opening Remarks



Climate Justice Working Group

NYS Community Air 
Monitoring Initiative Update



Agenda

• Climate Act’s Community Air Monitoring Initiative Overview
• Overall Findings
• Next Steps: Developing Air Pollution Reduction Strategies in 

Partnership with Community
• State Agencies and CJWG roles
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NYS 
Community 
Air Monitoring 
Initiative



Climate Leadership & Community Protection Act
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CLCPA recognized disadvantaged 
communities have:

• higher air pollution burdens
• health and economic inequities
• more vulnerability to climate and
   air pollution impacts



Community Air Monitoring 2022 to 2023

Purpose

Identify sources 
contributing to 

higher air 
pollution

Inform local air 
pollution 
reduction 
strategies

on.ny.gov/CAM
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Summary of Findings

 Higher air pollution and traffic near:
• major highways & bus depots 
• commercial areas 
• industrial areas 
• goods movement operations
• waste management facilities

 Types of land use and proximity to sources contribute to higher air pollution 
level exposure

 Traffic is a major source of air pollution in disadvantaged communities
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Next Steps: 
Community 
Input and 
Collaboration



CAM Phases

Phase 1:  Fall 2024 DEC Community Story Maps​
• Community summaries​ and results as interactive websites
• In-person community information sessions and presentations in all 10 

communities

Phase 2: Early 2026 DEC Communities Report
• Community air quality priorities
• Community-driven strategies

Phase 3: 2026 Develop air pollution reduction strategies and plans
• DEC in consultation with CJWG will work with an interagency collaborative to 

advance CAM recommendations based on community input and priorities
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Phase 2 Communities Survey: Sources of Concern
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Community Recommendations: Air Pollution Reduction Strategies
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Transportation Exposure Reduction

• Create Clean Air Zones
• Regulate traffic and/or indirect emissions
• Expand/subsidize public transportation
• Encourage electric vehicles and charging 

infrastructure for public transit and diesel 
trucks

• Consider traffic demand management 
strategies, traffic calming measures, and 
smart signals

• Increase green space, incorporate in designs
• Fund and implement community-led gardens 

and farming initiatives in public housing 
• Use vegetative barriers and air filtration near 

sensitive populations
• Mitigate both the impacts of air pollution and 

extreme heat
• Buffer the areas between industrial and 

residential neighborhoods
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Community Recommendations:  Air Pollution Reduction Strategies
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Industry and Energy Land Use

• Improve buildings and energy efficiency, in 
public housing

• Expand geothermal, solar energy, and 
battery storage development

• Decommission peaker power plants
• Upgrade and install power conduit 

infrastructure to eliminate gas- and diesel-
powered generators

• Provide stricter rules and enhanced 
enforcement

• Limit industrial 
zones near homes 
through zoning

Waste

• Decrease trucking waste 
through DACs

• Cover and upgrade 
locomotives hauling waste

• Improve enforcement of 
environmental regulations 
around waste transfer 
stations

• Prioritize local community 
composting
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CLCPA

Investments in Disadvantaged 
Communities

• Benefits and programs
• Address intersecting issues and 

strengthen mitigation strategies
• Interagency working group to 

facilitate multi-agency efforts

Local Air Monitoring Results and 
Community Input

• Prioritize air pollution areas of concern
• Identify potential sources
• Formulate community guided 

recommendations for strategies with 
criteria for the development of air 
pollution reduction plans

Help Inform
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Next Steps: Phase 3

 Interagency working group will facilitate multi-agency efforts to address cross-
cutting issues such as air quality, land use, housing, transportation, and green 
infrastructure

• recognizing the interconnectedness and synergistic benefits of 
comprehensive planning

 Consult with CJWG after Communities Report is released
 CAM Objective:
 Develop air pollution reduction strategies based on community input and priorities
 DEC/CJWG Role: represent communities and help advance CAM 

recommendations
 Build upon existing state and local government strategies
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Next Steps: Phase 3

 Help direct benefits
Fund: 

• air pollution and exposure mitigation projects that yield public 
health benefits

• clean energy, public transportation, and ZEV infrastructure 
investments that improve air quality and overall quality of life within 
communities

• projects that simultaneously increase climate resiliency and 
optimize mitigation strategies

• work force development programs that support strategies
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Thank you

Questions
● Email us CLCPA.CAM@dec.ny.gov
● Email DEC’s Office of Environmental Justice 

justice@dec.ny.gov 

on.ny.gov/CAM

For more information on 
NYS Community Air Monitoring Initiative
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Thank You
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