
Meeting Procedures
Before beginning, a few reminders to ensure a 
smooth discussion:
> Panel members should be on mute if not speaking. 

> If using phone for audio, please tap the phone mute button.

> If using computer for audio, please click the mute button on the 
computer screen (1st visual).

> Video is encouraged for Panel members, in particular 
when speaking. 

> In the event of a question or comment, please use the hand 
raise function (2nd visual). You can get to the hand raise button 
by clicking the participant panel button (3rd visual). The chair will 
call on members individually, at which time please unmute.

> If technical problems arise, please contact 
Hand Raise

You'll see when your microphone is muted
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> Welcome, Agenda Review, Introductions

> CLCPA Primer

> Advisory Panel Work Plan

> State of Sector

> Scope Development Discussion

> Next Steps

> Adjournment 

Meeting Agenda
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Climate Act Primer
Land Use and Local Government Panel

Mark Lowery

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation



Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (CLCPA) – Overview 
Carbon neutral economy, mandating at least an 
85% reduction in emissions below 1990 levels
40% reduction in emissions by 2030
100% zero-carbon electricity by 2040
70% renewable electricity by 2030
9,000 MW of offshore wind by 2035
6,000 MW of distributed solar by 2025
3,000 MW of energy storage by 2030
185 TBtu on-site energy savings by 2025
Commitments to climate justice and just transition



Delivering the CLCPA



Six Advisory Panels:
> Sectors: Transportation, Agriculture/Forestry, Land Use/Local Government, Power Generation, 

Housing/Energy Efficiency, Energy Intensive/Trade Exposed Industries.
> Chaired by Climate Action Council Commissioner or designee.
> Advisory Panel to determine scope of work, within the emissions sector.
Just Transition Working Group:
> Co-Chaired by Commissioner of Labor and President & CEO of NYSERDA; includes 

Commissioner of Housing and Community Renewal and Chair of the Public Service Commission.
> Scope of work includes jobs report, workforce training needs, power plant site reuse 

opportunities.
Climate Justice Working Group
> First meeting on August 14, 2020

Advisory Panels and Working Groups

8
Inter-agency Work Product/Deliberative/Not Subject to FOIL

Do Not Distribute



Directions to the Council
> Adopt a scoping plan of recommendations for achieving GHG limits
> Recommend measures to achieve the GHG limits, including carbon neutral economy
> Evaluate the costs and benefits, both economic and non-economic and including 

co-benefits, of the measures for reducing GHGs
> Identify measures to maximize reductions of both GHGs and co-pollutants 

in disadvantaged communities
Process
> Receive recommendations from advisory panels, Just Transition Working Group
> Consult with Climate Justice Working Group and Environmental Justice Advisory Group
> Hold 6 public comment hearings on the draft scoping plan 
> Update every 5 years

Adopt a Scoping Plan



At a minimum:
> Performance-based standards for GHG sources
> Reducing electricity sector emissions, advancing achievement of the clean energy requirements
> Limiting use of synthetic GHGs
> Land-use and transportation planning
> Reducing energy use in existing residential or commercial buildings
> Achieving long-term carbon sequestration 
> Promoting best management practices in land use
> Aiding in the transition of the state workforce to the clean energy economy
> Limiting emission leakage

Scoping Plan Contents



Timeline to Draft Scoping Plan

2020 2021
Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Feedback as 
needed

Recommendations 
Development and Outreach

Work 
Plan

Climate Action Council Mtgs

Advisory Panels

Review Draft 
Integrated Strategy

Integration 
Analysis

Prepare to Issue 
Draft Scoping 
Plan

Climate Action Council

Inter-agency Work Product/Deliberative/Not Subject to FOIL
Do Not Distribute



Advisory Panel Work Plan
Land Use and Local Government Panel



> Develop recommendations for achieving greenhouse gas reductions 
(mitigation strategies with detailed actions) through land use and local 
government actions by March 2021

> Define supporting initiatives needed to enable or magnify the recommended 
mitigation strategies by March 2021

> Collaborate with other advisory panels to identify sector-specific strategies for 
which land use and local government actions play a supporting role and 
develop corresponding recommendations and supporting initiatives

> Develop recommendations for short-term actions to support community climate 
change adaptation and resilience, and long-term actions to support statewide, 
comprehensive adaptation and resilience 

Land Use and Local Government Advisory 
Panel Objectives



> Local Education and Capacity Building 
> Reduction of Vehicle-Miles-Traveled
> Comprehensive Planning and Zoning
> Adoption of Energy Stretch Codes
> Government Procurement
> Community Choice Aggregation
> Community Power
> Blue Carbon Management
> Community Adaptation and Resilience

Land Use and Local Government Advisory 
Panel Possible Primary Focus Areas



The LULG Advisory Panel will:
> In consultation with all sectoral advisory panels, identify policies, programs or actions necessary to 

adapt to the impacts of climate change and increase resilience statewide.
• One member from each advisory panel will participate in one or more meetings led by the LULG panel on the 

topic of climate adaptation and resilience.
• The LULG panel will collect and compile input from each of the advisory panels regarding climate change 

adaptation and resilience.

> Present a list of comprehensive recommendations for adaptation and resilience to the Climate Action 
Council to consider for inclusion in the Scoping Plan.
• Recommendations should include both short-term and long-term actions to support community climate change 

adaptation and resilience, and long-term actions to support statewide, comprehensive adaptation and 
resilience.

• Recommendations may be sector-specific or economy-wide and should reflect the input of all advisory 
panels.

Adaptation and Resilience
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State of the Sector
Land Use and Local Government Panel

Paul Beyer

New York State Department of State

Brad Tito

New York State Energy, Research & Development Authority



Location Efficiency

Smart Land-Use Planning and Zoning Reduces Vehicle Miles Travelled 
(VMT) by Creating “Location Efficiency"

Smart Growth

• Compact
• Mixed-use
• Walkable/bikable
• Transit-accessible
• Ample public and open 

space
• Mix of Housing Options
• Age Accessible 

Transit-Oriented Development

• Smart growth around rail or 
bus

• Walkable/bikable within a 
quarter or half mile of 
transit hub

Local Tools

• Comprehensive Plans
• Area Master Plans
• Zoning Tools (overlay, form-

based, incentive)
• Promoting inclusivity, 

affordability, and density
• Open Space 
• Priority Growth Area Plans



Innovative Zoning Strategies 
New Rochelle

In 2015, New Rochelle approved the Downtown 
Overlay Zone (DOZ) covering 279 acres of their 
downtown. Here's what they're doing right:
• Prepared a developer’s guide to accompany the 

new form-based code
• Included a series of bonuses in height 

allowances in exchange for community benefits
• Incentivized developers to build in accordance 

with the DOZ rather than the underlying zoning 
regulations.

• Allowed for a mix of uses including residential, 
office, commercial, and entertainment/cultural 
arts.



Smart Growth Land-Use Scenario

Multi-family attached dwelling in compact, 
mixed-use zoning; accessible to transit 
and/or close to work; LEED-certified; 
electric, hybrid or fuel-efficient household 
vehicle; in a Climate-Smart Community 
(CSC) and/or a Clean Energy Community 
(CEC); in a jurisdiction with a “stretch” 
energy code, a comprehensive plan that 
identifies climate change, clean energy 
and/or sustainability as goals and a 
Complete Streets ordinance (in other 
words, Super-Smart Growth).



Vehicle Miles Traveled
Other Contributing Factors

POP. 
GROWTH

ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITY

FUEL PRICES

REGIONAL
DIFFERENCES

VEHICLE 
OWNERSHIP

COVID-19



Statewide VMT Trends



VMT Reduction Strategies
Smart Growth and Transit



State Programs are currently working with local governments to support a broad range of 
climate goals, including but not limited to:

• Downtown Revitalization and Smart Growth

• Healthy and Age-Friendly Policies

• Affordable Housing

• Parks and Open Space Protection

• Climate Resilience and Adaption

State Land-Use Programs



The Role of Local Government

Local Governments are essential to addressing climate change:
• Codes and Standards
• Government Operations and Infrastructure
• Land-Use and Transportation
• Clean Energy Policies and Projects
• Broad-Based Consumer Demand for Clean Energy



State Energy Programs

State Programs currently working with local 
governments to specifically address GHG reduction 
include:

• Clean Energy Communities

• Five Cities Program

• Climate Smart Communities



NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities 
Results-to-Date

313
Clean Energy Communities

583
Participating Communities

1,743
High-Impact Actions Completed



NYSERDA High-Impact Actions

1. Benchmarking
2. Clean Energy Upgrades
3. LED Street Lights
4. Clean Fleets
5. Community Campaigns
6. Unified Solar Permit
7. Energy Code Enforcement Training
8. Climate Smart Communities Certification
9. Community Choice Aggregation
10. PACE Financing



Climate Smart Communities 
Reach

313 Registered

- Pledged to act on climate

- 8.78 M people since 2009

- 45% of NYS population

62 Certified

- Leaders who have documented 
progress

- Over 2,000 certification actions 
completed since 2014



Climate Smart Communities 
Pledge Elements

1) Build a Climate Smart Community
2) Inventory Emissions, Set Goals, & Plan for Climate Action
3) Decrease Energy Use
4) Shift to Clean, Renewable Energy
5) Use Climate-smart Materials Management
6) Implement Climate-Smart Land Use
7) Enhance Community Resilience to Climate Change
8) Support a Green Innovation Economy
9) Inform & Inspire the Public
10) Engage in an Evolving Process of Climate Action



How are CSC and CEC Related?

Climate Smart Communities Certification
• Comprehensive climate action program
• 100+ unique actions
• Improve score on CSC grant applications 

Clean Energy Communities (NYSERDA)
• Focused on energy use
• Short list of high-impact actions

• 1 of 10 is becoming a Certified CSC
• Complete actions to access CEC grants

CSC Certification

Advanced Climate 
Actions

CEC Designation

Cost-saving Energy 
Actions

Earn points toward CSC certification by doing CEC actions
Do both!



NYPA Five Cities Energy Master Plans



Five Cities Energy Master Plans/Smart Cities
Program Progress



Geneva’s Lake Tunnel Solar 
Village

Wyandanch/Babylon…A 
Model TOD

Ulster County’s Climate Smart 
Communities Model

SHINING STARS
Communities 
Leading the Way



Geneva: Lake Tunnel Solar Village



Wyandanch/Babylon
A Model TOD



Wyandanch/Babylon



Geiger Park: Natural Flood Resilience



• Inter-Agency/Inter-Disciplinary 
Collaboration

• Ongoing Learning

• Capacity-Building

• Regional, Inter-Governmental 
Leadership and Support

ULSTER COUNTY
A CLIMATE SMART 
COMMUNITIES LEADER



Scope Discussion
Land Use and Local Government Panel



Next Steps
Land Use and Local Government Panel

Sarah Crowell, LULGAP Chair

New York State Department of State



The LULG Advisory Panel will: 
> Meet at least once a month and provide regular updates to the Council on the advancement of its 

work.
• Present (oral or written) progress reports at Council meetings and solicit feedback.
• Provide final recommendations in accordance with the Scoping Plan development schedule.

> Consult with the Climate Justice and Just Transition working groups to inform its recommendations 
for the Climate Action Council.

> Seek public input to inform the development of recommendations to the Council for consideration.
• Panels may seek input from selected expertise in a subject area, as determined necessary by the members.
• Panels shall, during the next six months, hold at least one forum to receive broad-based public input.
• Provide transparency by making meetings open to public viewing or/and publishing minutes of deliberations.

> Make available information regarding advisory panel public meetings and comment opportunities on 
the climate.ny.gov webpage.

Advisory Panel Consultation

41



> Schedule panel meetings
• Next panel meeting first week of October, monthly meetings until March

> Develop work plan and scope
• Draft will be circulated before next meeting

> Identify Panel members with specific interest and expertise on defined scope topics/issues

> Identify information needs and sources

> Other Discussion/Questions?

Next Steps: For Discussion
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