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RE: DRAFT SCOPING PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLIMATE ACT 

To all members of the New York State Climate Action Council, 

As a Bronze-certified Climate Smart Community and a designated Clean Energy Community, Sullivan 

County welcomes the release of the draft Scoping Plan for implementation of the Community 

Leadership and Climate Protection Act (CLCPA). This historic legislation attests to New York State's 

visionary leadership in addressing climate change, and sets an international example for commitment to 

responsible climate action. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the wealth of strategies 

identified by the Climate Action Working Groups. 

At 986 square miles, Sullivan is the most rural, least populated ( 46 units per square mile) county in the 

7-county Mid-Hudson Region. Our major economic drivers are health care, tourism and recreation, and

agriculture. Historically, the County has lagged behind other Mid-Hudson counties, and the US as a

whole, in critical economic metrics including significant unemployment, low per capita and median

household income, and high rates of poverty in our most distressed census tracts. The entire county is

included in the Sullivan-Wawarsing REAP zone, one of only five such federally-designated areas

nationwide. Eight Sullivan County census tracts are identified as disadvantaged on the draft list released

by the Climate Justice Working Group in March 2022.

With 507,656 acres of forested land, Sullivan County is one of the most forested counties (78%) in New 

York State. About 93% of the County's forests are privately owned, with the remaining 7% split 

between municipally-owned (including the county) and state-owned. 

Despite economic challenges, the County has achieved Bronze Certification as a Climate Smart 

Community and is a designated Clean Energy Community. Municipalities within the County have 

joined CSC and two have achieved Bronze certification. Sullivan County has fostered significant solar 

development, with 16 Community Distributed Solar projects to date, totaling 40.3MW nameplate 

capacity 

Our comments and suggestions will focus on issues relating to rural communities in general and the 

particular challenges facing Sullivan County. 

Capacity of rural communities: Many key actions outlined in the scoping plan rest with the authority 

of towns and villages. It is important to remember that for the most part, our town and village officials 












